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“With eight and nine-year-olds, we talk 

about history through the lens of change- 

makers like Greta Thunberg and Malala 

Yousafai and Jackie Robinson. History is 

very cyclical and there’s a lot to unpack 

from why people made certain choices and 

decisions, what propelled them forward, or 

what held them back. We get to learn from 

things that were done well and things that 

may not have worked so well. The students 

get to see that it’s all relevant.”

 Khana Rebman ’05, Third Grade  

 Teacher and Lower School DEI Coordinator

“The challenge, the pleasure and the 

usefulness of an historian’s work lies 

in the unpacking of history. A dry, rote- 

learned succession of dates and events is 

not interesting. What is interesting is how 

personalities, beliefs and actions, each  

playing off the other, can create a success-

ful institution. In the case of Shorecrest’s 

success, certain threads have connected 

over the years. There have been a series of 

committed, involved board members, each 

year’s board eliding into the next, providing 

new skills but maintaining consistent values. 

Our boards have been complemented by a 

sequence of capable Heads of School who 

possessed the rare ability to lead and listen 

as they kept a vision of the School’s future 

in mind.”

 Marshall Craig, Alumni Parent and  

 Emeritus Trustee

“I believe that all successful institutions are 

based on the sacrifices and efforts of tho-

se who have participated in the institution 

since the beginning. I also believe it is im-

portant to continue to honor those people  

as the institution grows and flourishes. 

Shorecrest is where it is today because  

of the dedication and commitment to 

academic excellence of the faculty, staff,  

students, parents, trustees and benefac-

tors who have been in the School since its 

founding in 1923.”

 Mary Booker, Former Head of School

“The centennial gives Shorecrest an oppor-

tunity to honor its past accomplishments, 

revisit how the School has changed and 

prospered, and sets the stage for the future. 

The Shorecrest Alumni Association is made 

up of almost 2,800 members. Our alumni 

are one of our greatest assets as they have 

played a significant role in building the 

School’s culture and are the product of an 

exceptional Shorecrest education.”

 Stacy Alexander, Director of Alumni  

 and Community Engagement

“History helps us understand why and  

how things happened the way they did. We 

have to be able to look back at uncomfort- 

able times and make responsible changes.”

 Sue Rowe ’76, Former Lower School  

 Art Teacher

“History gives continuity. If we think of  

community as a concept that has endured, it 

has broadened in terms of who it includes. 

The Global Scholars Initiative is targeted 

at students who have an active interest in 

the broader world in which we live and is 

intended to provide a framework for better 

x

x

x

x

x



24  |  SHORECREST MAGAZINE • 2022

understanding that world. It encourages 

students to look beyond their immedi- 

ate community, beyond their immediate  

nation, and to see themselves as citizens 

of the world with the ability to effect posi-

tive change. But to understand “change,” 

one has to know what came before. So 

knowing the history of something - one’s 

family, one’s country, one’s school - is  

critical for the lessons it can teach, the 

trends it can identify, and the possible 

next steps to take.”

 Richard Beaton,  

 Former Dean of Faculty

“History tells a story and paints a full  

picture. I pulled some artifacts in the school 

archives to get ready for the centennial 

and stumbled across things like an old  

program for a fourth grade class music 

concert. This has been a school for 100 

years, and the students who came before 

us were learning, and doing theatre and 

the arts – they were just like us.”

 Jonathan Currie ’21 

“History is not a series of isolated events, 

rather it’s a complex web of causes, effects, 

continuities and changes. It can some- 

times feel as though historical events 

have little to no bearing on our daily lives,  

particularly if they happened a long time 

ago or if we’ve changed dramatically 

since that period of time. This is espe-

cially true of local history which tends to 

be forgotten about entirely as neighbor-

hoods change, buildings get torn down 

and replaced, etc. With these changes 

often comes a break in connections and 

communities. Schools are one of the few 

exceptions to this rule because while the 

physical buildings might change and  

students come and go, the traditions of 

the school continue to be passed down.” 

 Kayla Brazee,  

 Upper School History Teacher
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Connecting History to the Present 
Shorecrest alumnus, collector and historian David 

B. Haas ‘81 made a generous gift of artifacts of his-

torical significance to the School in December 2021. 

Signed presidential artifacts – including documents 

from Abraham Lincoln and James Madison –  

round out the collection. Head of School Nancy 

Spencer and Director of Advancement Michael Gillis 

gratefully accepted the contribution on behalf of 

the School. Various parts of this extensive catalog 

will debut and be on display during the centennial  

celebrations in 2023. 

Contribute to the Archives

If you have historical materials, including pieces 

of Shorecrest memorabilia, that you would like to 

contribute or lend to the Shorecrest archives, please 

contact Ron Heller, Chair of the Centennial Archives  

Committee, at rheller@shorecrest.org. 


